
It was a perfect day to 
worship outside in 

PresbyPark!  

High thin clouds  and cool 
breezes provided a welcome 
respite from the summer’s  
unusual heat.  The park was 
filled with 65 friends  and 
worshippers from Philo and 

T o l o n o 
P r e s by t e r i a n 
Churches. Fried 
chicken and all 
m a n n e r o f 

Presbyterian cook’s  summer 
“specialities” filled the dining 

hall.  The band was lively and 
lovely, playing Gospel favorites 
and new/old bluegrass tunes.   
Like most of our yards, 
PresbyPark is suffering the 
effects  of the drought.  But 
the Silver girls and dad 
Dale  joined Jeanne and 
Scott Martin, Pastor Cindy, 
Tim and Caleb in tidying 
things up so our company 
could feel at home.   It was 
great to share worship with 
Pastor Kerry Bean and the 
folks  from Tolono.  And after 
we heard the story of Jesus 

feeding the 5000, we enjoyed 
the ordinary mirac le o f 
abundance that is  a church 

potluck.  Glory to God for the 
gifts He provides!

 

Prairie Dogs and Picnic Crown July
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(Left to Right)
Prairie Dogs Howl
Kids on a Blanket
Hand Air Conditioners 

Thanks to Don and Betty Rice 
for ushering in July!   August 
ushers are Bob and Betty 
Lauchner.

Our July Blood Drive met the goal
set by Community Blood Services of having 10 
volunteers register to give life saving blood.  Thanks 
to all of those who helped make our community 
blood drive a success.   

Jesus took the loaves, and 
when he had given 

thanks, he distributed 
them . . . and they all ate 
their fill.   John 6:11-12



Our Church Family Circle

This fall, Sunday mornings will include “Church Family Circle” time for 
young people from 9:00- 9:50.  

Deacon 
Notes
Cold Hearted Deacons? 

No way!  

So why did they ask the 
church to buy a FREEZER?  
Because they want to expand 
their ministry of bringing 
meals to members  and friends 
of the church who have - had a 
baby, have a family member 

in the hospital, 
have recently 
been ill, or 

w h o a r e 
grieving the loss 

of a loved one.  The 
Session approved the request 
and the new appliance will be 
delivered in early August.  If 
you are able to contribute 
something to freeze, or if you 
know of a need in the 
community, please contact 
Marlene Evans, or any of the 
Deacon Board.  

	

Marion Medical Mission

serves some of the poorest 
communities on earth by 
building wells  and providing 
medical supplies in Malawi 
and Tanzania.  Philo Pres 
deacons recently received a 
thank you for our latest gift.  

  

Sunday School will 
look different this fall. 

Philo Presbyterian is richly 
blessed with children.  Sharing 
with faith with young people in 
our church family is  one of the 
most important ministries we 
can provide. 

Studies  have shown that 
one important factor in raising 
up children who live the faith  
is  THE NUMBER of quality 
relationships they have with 
ADULTS in their home 
congregations.  

Sunday School Supt. Mary 
Simon and her Christian 
Education Committee have 
devised a plan to boost the 
number of adult Christians  in 
our children’s  lives.  It is called 
Church Family Circle, and it 
begins Sept. 9.  

Mary and her team are 
looking for 22 adults to work 
in pairs.  Each team will be 
responsible for ONE Sunday 
morning. The adults  and 
children may read a story, 
watch a movie, take a walk, do 
a craft, play a game, practice 
praying, or whatever fits  the 
faith-style of  the leaders.  

Planning will take place in 
August and many resources 
will be provided to help both 
the grown ups and the children 
enjoy the time they spend 
together.  

Please watch for details 
and plan to say “YES!” 
when you are asked to be 
a Sunday Visitor in the 
Church Family Circle.



Friends and Family

Contra Dance 
On Sept. 16
The Outreach  Team will 
host our second Contra Dance 
next month.   Over 60 people 
participated as dancers and 
spectators last time.  Don’t 
miss out on the fun.  Mention 
it to friends and neighbors, 
too.  You’ll be surprised how 
many know and love “making 
friends to music”!

Congratulations to 

Skye and Derek Tartar, 
joined in marriage July 14th at 
the Franks Center. (Skye is 
Shonda and Brian Barto’s 
daughter.)

Prayers Please!

Thanksgiving for Collin 
Friedemann’s successful 
surgery!

Adam Talbott has a broken 
arm.  Rats!
Barb Burlew, Lou Shepherd, 
and Jane Mumm’s mom are 
undergoing treatment for 
cancer.
Mary Bowers has returned 
home after a stay in the 
hospital.  She has opted for 
hospice care.  If  you’d like to 
schedule a visit with her, please 
let daughter Jane Rhoton 
know.  Mary’s # is in the book. 

Campers Cheer Carew

Newly confirmed members 
Tori Patton and Skye Silver 
were joined by Garrett and 
S y d n e y S c h r u v i n s k e , 
Wednesday After School 
attendees, for a faith and fun 
filled week at the Presbytery’s 
Camp in Southern Illinois.  
They will report on their 
experiences  during worship in 
August.  We are very thankful 
to be able to support these 
young people’s spiritual growth 
through church camp.

Baptism September 2

Becky and Greg Kincaid’s 
youngest, Cecelia, will be 
baptized on September 2 
during worship.  “Lia” has  an 
older sister, Anna and is the 
g randdaughter o f E lder 
Barbara Burlew. 

Softball Team

Co-Ed Church League Softball

Church League Softball  begins  its season on August 5 with a 
game against Victory Chapel I at the Philo Big Diamond (Hale 
Park) at 5 pm.

Coach Jeff Lauchner has the team ready(?) and raring to go for 
another year of fun and fellowship on the field.   Practices  are 
Wednesday evenings  at 6:30 on the Philo Field.  Games are played 
on Sundays at either 5 or 6:30.  

Victory Chapel, Villa Grove Methodist, Tolono and Philo 
Presbyterian, Villa Grove Christian Churches field teams.  We play 
for the love of the game and the enjoyment of being together.  
Whatever your skill level, you are welcome to join us!



Tavernacle Choir Begins

Wednesday After School is 
GREAT! 

Can’t wait to get started Sept 
12.

Wednesday After School 
“Sunday School” is our 
church’s outreach to our 
young people and those in 
the community.  

Fr o m 3 - 4 : 3 0 e v e r y 
Wednesday there is  school, 
Leaders Michael Trout, 
Pastor Cindy, Jeff Lauchner  
and Terry Pratt meet kids at 
the bus.  We share a snack, 
some conversation time, and 
a lesson or activity to 
connect us to God.  Students 
in 1-5th grades are our 
“core” and we also welcome 
older “alumni” to join in the 
fun.  

If you’d like to join us, 
bring a snack, or PRAY for 
the kids, let any one of us 

The sweet sounds of 
the Philo Tavernacle Choir 
(named by our resident 
jokester Bob Lauchner) 
will soon fill the sanctuary 
and lead us all in worship 
and praise.  

R e h e a r s a l s b e g i n 
August 28th, at 6:30 in the 
choir loft.

Anyone who likes to 
s i n g , r e g a r d l e s s o f 
experience, training or 
level of exper t ise, is 
invited to come be part of 
this wonderful group.  We 
learn.  We encourage each 
other.   We have a good 
time.  And we make 
worship a more joyful 
experience.  God likes that.

Adult Education Events 
this Fall

Gearing Up for 
Wednesday Afternoons

Daily Bread Yoga
! Yoga instructor and Lutheran minister Rachel Bass-
Guennewig is offering monthly Yoga Retreats on Saturday 
mornings.  The first one is August 28.  The theme is “Daily 
Practice”.  9-12 at St. Matthewʼs Lutheran Church.  Cost is $20.  
Advance registration is by email:  
rachelbguennewig@gmail.com.   Please let Pastor Cindy know if 
youʼre interested.  If five of us commit, Rachel will lead session 
in Fellowship Hall.  

From Age-ing to Sage-ing
! A Profound New Vision of Growing Older
The book by Rabbi Schachter-Shalomi and Ronald Miller offers 
ways “to use your life experiences to nurture, heal, and perhaps 
save both a younger generation and this world.”  Wow.  Explore 
these ideas with Pastor Cindy on Friday mornings, from 10-11 in 
October.  To order a book, email cindyshep2000@yahoo.com 
(The book isnʼt necessary for the class.)

Four Great Themes of the Bible
! A new way to understand and read our Holy Book.
Sunday after church, Sept. 9-30.  Or maybe on Thursday 
evenings.  Let me know the most convenient time for you!   

The Church of the Latter Day Saints (Mormonism)
! With a Mormon running for the highest office in the land, 
would you like to know more about this uniquely American faith? 
Find out a little history, what Mormons believe and why there is 
debate about whether or not the LDS are “Christian”.  Time TBD 
by interested parties!
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New Mission Co-Workers 
Commissioned at GA

Part of  being Presbyterian is the 
connection we have with 
missionaries throughout the 
world.  

On July 4, the 220th 
General Assembly 
commissioned 152 
Presbyterian mission co-
workers and Young Adult 
Volunteers (YAVs) who 
have accepted 
assignments since the 
previous General 
Assembly. Among them, 
seven mission co-workers 
represented 30 new and 
reassigned mission co-
workers who have been 
appointed since 2011. 
Please pray for all our 

mission workers, 
particularly those who 
were recently 
commissioned and went 
through orientation.

In 2012, the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) celebrates 
175 years of mission service 
in which more than 8,000 
mission workers have shared 
the life of Jesus Christ with
with millions of people 
supported by generous 
people and congregations 
just like you.

Philo Presbyterian Church 
105 e. Jefferson Street
Philo, IL  61864

TO:



August/September
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

5
Worship
Communion
Softball, 5

6
Session Meeting

7
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9 

8
PTGY, 6:30

9
Committee on 
Ministry

12
Worship
Softball, TBA

14
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9 

18 
Synod Preaching 
Event?

19
Worship
Softball, TBA

21
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9 

25 
Yoga Retreat, 9-12

26
Worship
Softball, TBA

28 
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9
Choir Rehearsal, 
6:30 

1
Happy September!

2
Worship
Communion
Baptism
Softball, TBA

3
Happy Labor Day!

4
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9 
Choir Rehearsal, 
6:30 

9 
Family Circle, 9
Worship
Four Great Themes
of the Bible, 11 am
Softball, TBA

10
Session Meeting

11
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9 
Choir Rehearsal, 
6:30 

12
After School

16 
Family Circle, 9 
Worship
Four Great Themes
of the Bible, 11 am
CONTRA Dance 
Softball, TBA

18
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9 
Choir Rehearsal, 
6:30 

19
After School

20 
Presbytery in 
Decatur

23
Family Circle, 9 
Worship
Four Great Themes
of the Bible, 11 am
Softball, TBA

25
Coffee and 
Conversation, 9
Choir Rehearsal, 
6:30 

26
After School

29
Yoga Retreat, 9-12

30 
Family Circle, 9 
Worship
Four Great Themes
of the Bible, 11 am
Softball, TBA


